
LIB 311: Meaning 
Winter 2017 Syllabus 
Professor Kimberly McKee  
T/R, 4:00 – 5:15pm  
Location: Honors 220  
Office: LOH 324B 

Email: mckeeki@gvsu.edu 
Website: www.mckeekimberly.com   
Phone: 616-331-8196  
Office Hours: Mondays, 12:00 – 1:30pm 
EST & by appointment 

Course Description 
This interdisciplinary and theoretically engaged course is designed to understand, theorize, analyze, 
and experience meaning—or lack thereof—in our world, including our individual, social, economic, 
cultural, spiritual, and creative lives. Throughout the semester we will ask and address a cluster of 
interconnected questions related to our critical interrogation and examination of meaning itself: What 
is meaning? Or what is the meaning of meaning? Is meaning given and fixed? Or is meaning always 
created and produced? Can we create meaning out of nothing or beyond history? Whose meaning 
is it anyway? Is meaning ideologically, politically neutral and innocent? Also, does the production of 
meaning—or a meaning-making activity—have class, race, gender, and cultural implications?  
 
We will investigate meaning through exploring the concepts of 
racial violence and social justice. We will grapple with issues 
concerning whose lives hold value and meaning, using 
#BlackLivesMatter as a case study. We will explore the way in which 
systemic violence and racism continue to impact communities of 
color disproportionality. Students will also investigate how 
#SayHerName and Beyonce’s Lemonade video and album reinsert 
the experiences of Black women in discussions of violence and 
Black lives. We will consider whether victim typology matters and 
what it means when lives are not equally valued. 

Course Objectives 
• To understand, theorize, analyze and experience meaning in a variety of contexts—personal, 

domestic, social, national, international as well as economic, political, and cultural contexts; 
• To interpret the social constructions of meaning and accounts for the intersections of race, class, 

gender, sexuality, disability, religion, and age in socially marked or charged meanings;    
• To develop theoretical and analytical tools to deconstruct how meaning travels across space, 

place, and time; and  
• To engage critically, creatively, and dialectically in written and oral communication.  

Required Materials 
• Marc Lamont Hill, Nobody 
• Michelle Alexander, The New Jim Crow 
• Ta-Nehisi Coates, Between the World and 

Me 
• Yaa Gyasi, Homegoing 
• Beyoncé, Lemonade (Available via iTunes, 

Amazon, Tidal) 

• Ave DuVernay, 13th (Available via Netflix)  
• Course Pack (Available in the Liberal 

Studies Department Main Office) 
• Chalk and Wire Portfolio Software (Liberal 

Studies Majors) 

Please make sure you review the syllabus prior to the second week of classes as all course 
expectations and requirements are listed in the pages that follow.  
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Course Requirements 

Class Discussion: 25% 
The course will be conducted as a seminar in which we shall discuss specific topics based on the 
assigned readings and other materials as case studies. It is crucial that students come to class having 
read all assignments and prepared to participate meaningfully in class discussions. You should come 
prepared with specific questions or comments based on the readings for each class. To fully 
participate, students are expected to bring readings and relevant notes to class. Discussions are 
meant to encourage us to think critically about both course content and the world around us. 
Together, we will be producing knowledge rather than merely consuming it.  
 
We represent a multitude of diverse backgrounds, beliefs, and opinions. Please do not attack your 
fellow students for voicing their opinions. The inclusion of multiple, and even contrasting, viewpoints 
will help us to synthesize course material. In order for this course to be productive learning 
environment, it is imperative that we all treat one another with respect and courtesy. 
 
Personal opinions play a role in class dialogues but do not substitute a concerted effort to grasp the 
scholarly material. Understanding the material does not mean you have to embrace all or any of the 
viewpoints represented. However, it does require that you read it, think about it, and discuss it.  
 
Please refrain from arriving late or leaving early. Doing so is disruptive. If you arrive more than ten 
minutes late to class, you will be marked absent for the day. At the same time, please do not pack up 
early. Please make sure that cell phones or any other electronic devices are off or on vibrate once 
you enter the classroom.  

 
How is participation graded?  
To earn a C-range participation grade, you 
must fulfill five basic requirements: 

¨ Arrive on time and remain in class for 
the entire period. 

¨ Be ready to discuss readings. 
¨ Be prepared with the textbook and/or 

Blackboard material in class. 
¨ Maintain a respectful demeanor, 

whether talking or listening. 
¨ Engage actively and productively in 

group work, class discussion, and other 
in-class activities. 

 
To earn a B-range participation grade, you 
must consistently fulfill requirements for C-
range participation and: 

¨ Volunteer questions/points of interest 
from readings to generate discussion. 

¨ Make substantive comments/ points 
that clearly demonstrate you 
thoughtfully read the text 

¨ Identify essential issues or questions of 
the text 

¨ Point to the author’s thesis 

¨ Willingly offer ideas in class, making 
sure your contributions are topical and 
thoughtful. 

 
To earn a A-range participation grade, you 
must consistently fulfill requirements for B-
range participation and: 

¨ Show leadership in class discussion 
(break uncomfortable silences; 
respond to open-ended questions; ask 
difficult questions). 

¨ Deepen the level of class discussion 
¨ Ask clarifying questions 
¨ Summarize the arguments of the text 

and paraphrase the author’s main 
points 

¨ Challenge an idea or present an 
alternative interpretation  

¨ Respond to other students’ ideas (not 
just mine) by asking questions or 
building on their points. 

¨ Contribute questions/ 
comments that demonstrate that 
you’re making broader connections to 
other lectures, readings, and society-
at-large 
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Discussion Summary and Question Submission: 10% 
By 12pm (NOON) EST on Tuesdays/Thursdays, students must submit a 5-7 sentence summary of the 
reading in their own words (no quotes from the text) and one question that they have after 
completing the readings OR a discussion question for class. When more than one reading is assigned 
for the day, students must summarize the KEY THEMES from the readings. 

Grading Schema: 
 

o 25 – 20 submissions = 100 – 90% 
o 19 – 15 submissions = 89 – 80% 
o 14 – 10 submissions = 79 – 70% 

o 9 – 5 submissions = 69 – 65% 
o 4 – 0 submissions = 0%  

 
Please note that your submission is based on the overall engagement with the text. This is why 
submission grades vary in percentage.  

Policing Paper: 25% 
Students are required to complete a 1,500 – 2,000 word response that engages the complexities of 
policing Black bodies in the 21st century. Prof. McKee will review the assignment in class on the date 
listed on the Course Schedule. During this time she will provide in depth instructions and handout 
covering the possible topics students may select from. The word count must be included at the end 
of the paper. 

Lemonade Analysis: 20% 
Students are required to complete a 1,000 – 1,500 word response that analyzes the visual album 
Lemonade. Prof. McKee will review the assignment in class on the date listed on the Course Schedule. 
During this time she will provide in depth instructions and handout covering the possible topics 
students may select from. The word count must be included at the end of the paper. 
 

Integrative Statement: 20% 
This is an autobiographical and reflective statement that demonstrates your passions and 
commitments. Prof. McKee will review the assignment in class on the date listed on the Course 
Schedule. This assignment is due Week 16.  

For Non-Liberal Studies Majors  
This 1,800 – 2,000 word statement will include the following components: 1) explains the meaning of 
liberal education and why you chose your particular major; 2) describes your coursework’s impact on 
your education; and 3) explains what you expect to do with this major after graduation.  

For Liberal Studies Majors  
This 1,800 – 2,000 word statement will include the following components: 1) explains the meaning of 
liberal education and why you chose to complete an interdisciplinary degree; 2) describes your 
emphasis area and how your coursework integrates around that emphasis (what did you learn from 
the courses and how do they make sense together?); and 3) explains what you expect to do with this 
major/emphasis after graduation. 
 
Please don’t lose your document even after final submission, for it will be still your work-in-progress 
that you would need as a requirement for your senior capstone course later. This document is read by 
the chair and the dean before she signs off on your graduation audit, and it becomes a permanent 
part of your records here at GVSU. When submitted with your final Study Plan during graduation audit 
(usually during the Senior Seminar course), it becomes part of your official credentials.  
Liberal Studies majors must submit this assignment via Chalk and Wire to their portfolios. If you have 
not already purchased Chalk & Wire Portfolio software, please do so through the GVSU Bookstore. For 
technical assistance, contact the Liberal Studies Dept. Program Coordinator Marion 
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Mathisen: mathisem@gvsu.edu. For further information about Chalk & Wire Portfolio, please 
visit: http://www.gvsu.edu/liberalstudies/chalk-and-wire-faq-107.htm.  

Course Policies 

Attendance Policy 
You are expected to attend every class session. Arriving more than ten minutes late will result in an 
absence.  
 
Students are allowed two unexcused absences. Please use these absences wisely. Additional 
absences will result in students losing three points per absence from their final grade. For example, if a 
student has three additional absences, nine points will be deducted from their final grade. 

Resources 
I strive to create a fully inclusive classroom, thus I welcome individual students to approach me about 
distinctive learning needs. I encourage students with disabilities to have a conversation with me and 
disclose how our classroom or course activities could impact the disability and what 
accommodations would be essential to you. You will also need to have a conversation about and 
provide documentation of your disability to Disability Support Resources (https://www.gvsu.edu/dsr/; 
616-331-2490). If you require writing assistance, please visit the The Fred Meijer Center for Writing 
(http://www.gvsu.edu/wc/; 616-331-2922).  
 

Written Assignment Guidelines 
Standard grammar and essay guidelines should be followed. All written assignments must be 
completed in 12 point Times New Roman font, double-spaced with one-inch margins. Assignments 
that fail to adhere to these guidelines will not be accepted. Students will receive a zero. All citations 
must be standardized (i.e. please be consistent with your use of MLA, 
Chicago, or APA). For questions about citations, please visit sites such as 
EasyBib.com or Purdue OWL.  
 
Written assignments uploaded to Blackboard, must be in Microsoft Word 
(.doc or .docx) format. No other formats will be accepted. Failure to 
upload the assignment as a Microsoft Word document will result in a zero 
for the assignment.  
 
Your Work Cited should be on a separate page than the rest of your 
essay. In Microsoft Word, go to Insert > Page Break. This will allow you to 
create a subsequent page for your Work Cited.  
 
If the professor provides you with comments/edits on paper drafts, you 
are responsible for integrating the feedback to enhance your paper. 
Failure to do so will result in grade deductions at the discretion of the 
professor and you must revise and resubmit your paper.  

Email Policy 
Email is usually the best way to contact me. Please include LIB/HRT/HST 319 in the subject line. Emails 
should always include a subject, greeting, and signature. Emails not addressed in this way will not be 
answered.  

Paper headings MUST 
adhere to the format 
below: Please note 
that the information 
listed below should 
appear on the upper 
left hand side of your 
paper and NOT in 
your header or footer. 
 
[Student Name] 
LIB 311 
[Date] 
[Assignment Title] 
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Please remember email is a professional mode of communication. In your life after GVSU, you will be 
required to communicate via email in a professional format (i.e., salutation, properly formatted 
sentences, and signature. Please follow standard grammar guidelines. I will respond to emails within 
24-hours on weekdays, and by Sunday evening on weekends. Students must check their emails every 
48 hours to ensure they are aware of communications sent by Prof. McKee. 

Late Assignment Policy  
Late assignments are not accepted. If extenuating circumstances arise, the student must receive 
approval in advance from Professor McKee. The professor will not grant extensions unless prior 
arrangements have been made in consultation with her. Proper documentation is required for 
extensions.  

Academic Misconduct 
All students are responsible for doing their own work and plagiarism will NOT be tolerated. Plagiarism, 
or the use of another’s words without proper citation, or any form of cheating during the midterm, will 
result in an F for the assignment and possibly the course. A report will be made to the student’s dean 
and the Center for Academic Integrity so that they may also take appropriate disciplinary action. 
You may refer to GVSU Student Code Section 223.01 for GVSU’s policy.  All of the following would 
constitute plagiarism: 
 

• Using someone else’s idea without citing the source where you found that idea. 
• Using someone else’s structure or organizing strategy without citing it. This often occurs when 

a writer takes a paragraph out of a source and simply paraphrases each sentence while 
leaving the original author’s structure intact. 

• A verbatim (copied directly) phrase or passage that is not quoted 
 
You avoid plagiarism by properly citing your sources. You should use a citation when you directly 
quote another source or paraphrase someone else's ideas. Remember, the purpose of citations is to 
give credit to another's work. When you use direct quotes or paraphrases, you are not using your 
original thoughts. If you have questions re: citations, please visit the Library’s Citation Tools and 
Generators page: http://libguides.gvsu.edu/c.php?g=108372&p=702167.  

Grading 
If the professor provides students a rubric for the assignment, she highly suggests students review the 
rubric to ensure they are meeting all of the assignment benchmarks. In other words, make sure you 
are fulfilling all of the necessary components of the assignment. 

Grade distribution 
A = 100-93  
A- = 92-90  
B+ = 89-87 
B = 86-83  

B- = 82-80  
C+ = 79-77 
C = 76-73  
C- =72-70  

D+ = 69-67 
D = 66-60  
F = 59-0 

Please consider the Three Before Me rule. Before emailing me, try learning your answer through three 
other means first:  
 
1. For technical support, contact the Help Desk by phone (616.331.2101) or email: 

helpdesk@gvsu.edu.   
2. You can also review the support documents in our Blackboard course site or by clicking the “Help” 

button at the top of your Blackboard window. 
3. Refer to course resources (e.g. syllabus, important deadlines, assignments) on our Blackboard site. 

Check the FAQ Forum on our discussion board. Everyone is welcome to post and answer questions 
that are posted there!  

4. Email a classmate. 



Grade Definitions 
[ A ] Outstanding. Work displays thorough 
mastery of material, exceptionally good 
writing, and genuine engagement with the 
subject-matter. This grade is reserved for those 
students who attain the highest levels of 
excellence in thought and scholarship. 
 
[ B ] Good. Work displays accurate 
understanding of the material; writing is clear 
and free of mechanical errors. 
 
[ C ] Fair. Work displays basic grasp of material, 
though there may be the occasional 
misunderstanding or inaccuracy. Writing 
quality acceptable. 
 
[ D ] Marginal. Work displays a grasp of the 
material adequate for credit, but quality of 
work indicates lack of effort or aptitude. 
 
[ F ] Unacceptable. Excessive absences, 
assignments not completed, or assignments 
unworthy of credit.

Frequently Asked Questions 
 
1.  What if I miss a class? 
It is your responsibility to come to class on time. Assignments, changes to the syllabus or assignment 
deadlines will also be announced at the beginning of class. I will also not repeat announcements I 
have made at the start of class about deadlines, assignments, or anything else. Everyone should 
exchange contact information with another student upon whom you can rely for information about 
classes you miss. I consider it your responsibility to come to class after an absence having been 
brought up to speed about assignments, handouts, and so on.  
 
2.  How do I prepare for class? 
All reading assignments are to be completed by the date noted on the syllabus. Based on the 
assigned readings, you should prepare 2-3 questions that can be used to launch our discussion and 
begin your thinking about future papers. While you do not 
necessarily need to formulate an answer to the question posed, you should be able to convey some 
broad thoughts. In order to facilitate participation in class discussion, I highly recommend taking notes 
on the reading.  
 
3. How may I improve my reading comprehension?   

• ARGUMENT: What is the author's central point?  Does the author clearly articulate his/her 
central points at the beginning of the chapter/article? 

• CONCEPTS: What key concepts/theories does the author engage with?   
• METHOD: What tools aid the author's development of his/her argument?  Does the author 

utilize surveys, textual analysis, statistics?   
• CONNECTIONS: How are some of these "buzzwords" related to what we've studied throughout 

the course?  For example, how does a reading from the beginning of the course relate to 
something we're discussing towards the end of the course?  Remember all of the texts build 
off one another. 

TIPS FOR SUCCESS FROM 
FORMER STUDENTS 

 
• “There is a lot of reading be 

prepared” 
• “DO THE READINGS! J 

Participate in anyway you can!” 
• “Plan for the reading and do it 

because you will learn and have 
many ideas and comments” 

• “READ! (seriously.) & don’t be 
afraid to raise your hand” 

• “Annotate well! It really 
benefited me when I wanted to 
refer back quickly or for a 
comment in class” 

• “Don’t be scared of McKee. 
She’s cool.” 
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• CONCLUSIONS: What conclusions does the author make?  How do these conclusions relate to 
broader themes discussed in the class?   

 
4.   How do I improve my writing? 
Each writing assignment requires critical thinking. To critique is not merely criticizing an author’s 
perspective. Rather, you must be “specific about what it means to argue for a position” (Bowen, 
Teaching Naked 163). As you write, review the rubrics for each assignment. Consider how the text 
may be interpreted. Differentiate between opinions (yours, mine, ours) and the intention of the text’s 
author.  
 
5. What happens during office hours? 
I encourage you to come to office hours to discuss your writing on an individual basis. I especially 
encourage you to see me before papers are handed in to focus your ideas and then after papers 
are handed back so that we can talk about your writing and ideas in further detail. In my experience, 
students who see me in office hours write better papers, and thus, office hours have numerous 
benefits: (1) You explain your ideas to me, and I better understand what I eventually read in your 
paper; (2) In talking through your ideas, you further clarify your own; and (3) You can anticipate 
possible objections and modifications your potential reader (me) would have to your thesis.  
 

Course Schedule 
Information on this course schedule is an outl ine and is subject to change either due to 
professor or collective class decisions. Students wil l  be told in advance of the change 
and an updated syl labus wil l  be posted to Blackboard. 
 
Articles provided in class may also supplement course readings. Students wil l  be 
required to complete this reading in addition to the readings l isted in the syl labus 
unless otherwise notif ied. Students may also be interested in checking out the Black 
Lives (Don’t) Matter syl labus by M. Shadee Malaklou.  

 
Date Due TOPIC AND READING/ACTIVITY DUE 
Week 1 
T, 1/10 

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 
 
IN CLASS READING: Charis-Carlson, Jeff. (2016, July 11) “This is what it’s like to be Black in the 
Midwest” The Des Moines Register 
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/education/university-of-
iowa/2016/07/11/what-s-like-black-midwest/86953700/  
 
IN CLASS READING: IBé (2016) “Trouble in Mind: To Be Black is Blue in America.” In A Good 
Time for the Truth: Race in Minnesota, ed. Sun Yung Shin, pp. 69-79. Minneapolis: Minnesota 
Historical Press. 

 
R, 1/12 

UN/CIVIL EXISTENCE 
 
• READ: Itagaki, Lynn. “Introduction” from Civil Racism 
• OPTIONAL READ: Ahmed, Sara (2014, October 24) “Heavy Histories.” Feminist Killjoys. 

Available: http://feministkilljoys.com/2014/10/24/heavy-histories/ (Available via 
Blackboard). 

• OPTIONAL READ: Ahmed, Sara (2014, February 17) “The Problem of Perception.” Feminist 
Killjoys. Available: http://feministkilljoys.com/2014/02/17/the-problem-of-perception/ 
(Available via Blackboard). 

Week 2 
T, 1/17 

THE RACIALIZED POLITICS OF MEANING  
 
• READ: Excerpts from Frantz Fanon’s Black Skin, White Masks: Chapter 1, Chapter 5, 

Chapter 8 
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R, 1/19 

WHY #BLACKLIVESMATTER? 
 
• READ: Metta, John. (2015, July 6) “I, Racist.” Those People. https://thsppl.com/i-racist-

538512462265#.xbph8upsh 
• READ: Yancy, George and Judith Butler. (2015, January 12) “What’s Wrong with ‘All Lives 

Matter’?” New York Times. Available: 
http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2015/01/12/whats-wrong-with-all-lives-
matter/?smid=fb-share&_r=0 

• READ: Chu, Arthur. (2015, August 7) “‘All Lives Matter’ has always been a lie: The brutality 
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki echoes in Ferguson and Iraq today.” Salon. Available: 
http://www.salon.com/2015/08/07/all_lives_matter_has_always_been_a_lie_the_brutality_
of_hiroshima_and_nagasaki_echoes_in_ferguson_and_iraq_today/  

• READ: Cooper, Brittney. (2015, September 8) “11 Major Misconceptions About the Black 
Lives Matter Movement.” Cosmopolitan. Available: 
http://www.cosmopolitan.com/politics/a45930/misconceptions-black-lives-matter-
movement/  

• READ: Lewis, Rachel Charlene. (2016, July 7) “It’s Time You Realize #AllLivesMatter is 
Racist.” Pride. Available: http://www.pride.com/blacklivesmatter/2016/7/07/its-time-you-
realize-alllivesmatter-racist  

• OPTIONAL READING: Callahan, Yesha. (2016, July 12) “Black Twitter Makes it Plain as Day 
with #AllLivesDidntMatter When…” The Root. Available: 
http://www.theroot.com/blog/the-grapevine/black-twitter-makes-it-plain-as-day-with-
alllivesdidntmatter-when/  

• OPTIONAL READING: Jasmine. (2016, July) “Waking Up White: A Resource for White Folks.” 
JustJasmineBlog. http://justjasmineblog.com/waking-up-white-a-resource-for-white-folks/  

• OPTIONAL READING: Ensler, Eve. (2016, July 11) “It’s time for white people to reckon with 
racism.” The Guardian. Available: 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/jul/11/white-people-racism-america  

Week 3 
T, 1/24 

#BLACKLIVESMATTER 
 
• READ: Cobb, Jelani. (2016, March 14) “The Matter of Black Lives.” The New Yorker. 

Available: http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2016/03/14/where-is-black-lives-
matter-headed  

• READ: Cullors-Brignac, Patrisse Marie. (2016, February 22) “We didn’t start a movement. 
We started a network.” Medium. Available: 
https://medium.com/@patrissemariecullorsbrignac/we-didn-t-start-a-movement-we-
started-a-network-90f9b5717668#.hllv2x5z8  

• READ: Garza, Alicia. (2014, October 7) “A Herstory of the #BlackLivesMatter Movement.” 
The Feminist Wire. Available: http://www.thefeministwire.com/2014/10/blacklivesmatter-
2/  

• READ: Howard, Greg. (2014, August 12) “America is not for Black People.” The Concourse, 
Deadspin http://theconcourse.deadspin.com/america-is-not-for-black-people-
1620169913  

• READ: Crowley, Jan. (2016, July 8) “White people, don’t tell me what Martin Luther King 
would think of Black Lives Matter.” Vox. Available: 
http://www.vox.com/2016/7/8/12128506/police-shootings-support  

• OPTIONAL READING: Meyerson, Collier. (2016, November 1) “The Founders of Black Lives 
Matter: ‘We Gave Tongue to Something that We All Knew was Happening’.” Glamour. 
Available: http://www.glamour.com/story/women-of-the-year-black-lives-matter-
founders  

 
R, 1/26 

• READ: Lamont Hill, Foreword – I. Nobody 
• READ: Laymon, Kiese. (2014, November 29). “My Vassar College Faculty ID Makes 

Everything OK.” Gawker. Available: http://gawker.com/my-vassar-college-faculty-id-
makes-everything-ok-1664133077  

Week 4 
T, 1/31 

• Watch: Slavery by Another Name (2012; 85 minutes) (Available on Blackboard Course Site 
and https://gvsu-kanopystreaming-com.ezproxy.gvsu.edu/video/slavery-another-name) 
and prepare answers to at least five of the film viewing guide questions available on 
Blackboard 
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• Read: Yes Magazine’s infographic “40 Acres and a Mule would be at least $6.4 Trillion 
Today – What the U.S. Really Owes Black America” 
http://www.yesmagazine.org/issues/make-it-right/infographic-40-acres-and-a-mule-
would-be-at-least-64-trillion-today 

 
Policing Response Guidelines Provided in class 

 
R, 2/2 

• READ: Lamont Hill, II. Broken 
• READ: Cohen, Justin C. (2016, July 6). “Advice for White Folks in the Wake of the Police 

Murder of a Black Person.” JustinCCohen.com 
http://www.justinccohen.com/blog/2016/7/6/advice-for-white-folks-in-the-wake-of-the-
police-murder-of-a-black-person 

• READ: Denvir, Daniel. (2016, July 8) “Criminalizing the hustle: Policing poor people’s 
survival strategies from Eric Garner to Alton Sterling.” Salon 
http://www.beyonce.com/freedom/  

• OPTIONAL READING: Alexander, Chapter 3 
Week 5 
T, 2/7 

• READ: Lamont Hill, IV. Armed 
• READ: Smiley, Tavis. (2016, July 9) “The NRA Means Not Really for African Americans.” 

Time. Available: http://time.com/4399949/tavis-smiley-nra-philando-castile/ 
• READ: Lind, Dara. (2016, July 7) "The Ugly History of Racist Policing in America." Vox. 

Available: http://www.vox.com/michael-brown-shooting-ferguson-
mo/2014/8/19/6031759/ferguson-history-riots-police-brutality-civil-rights.  

 
R, 2/9 

• READ: Alexander, Introduction and Chapter 2 
• READ: Blakinger, Keri. (2015, January 21) “Heroin Addiction Sent Me to Prison. White 

Privilege Got Me Out and Into the Ivy League.” The Washington Post. Available:  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/posteverything/wp/2015/01/21/heroin-addiction-sent-
me-to-prison-white-privilege-got-me-out-and-to-the-ivy-league/?hpid=z4 

Week 6 
T, 2/14 

• Watch: 13th (2016; 1 hour, 40 minutes) and prepare answers to at least five of the film 
viewing guide questions available on Blackboard 

• OPTIONAL READING: Alexander, Chapter 5 
 
R, 2/16 

• READ: Lamont Hill, V. Caged 
• READ: Alexander, Chapter 4 

Week 7 
T, 2/21 

• READ: Lamont Hill, VII. Somebody 
• READ: Moody, Anissa, and Wendi S. Williams. (2016, August 12) “With Black Pain Going 

Viral, How do We Treat our Collective Trauma?” Ebony. Available: 
http://www.ebony.com/wellness-empowerment/black-collective-
trauma#axzz4EOkQR9Dl 

• READ: Guerrero, Lisa and David J. Leonard. (2012, May 29) “Playing Dead: The Trayvoning 
Meme & the Mocking of Black Death.” New Black Man (in Exile). Available: 
http://www.newblackmaninexile.net/2012/05/playing-dead-trayvoning-meme-mocking-
of.html 

 
R, 2/23 

• READ: Alexander, Chapter 6 
• READ: Giorgis, Hannah. (2015, April 30) “We need racial justice and economic justice. We 

can’t breathe if we can’t eat.” The Guardian 
(http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/apr/30/racial-justice-economic-
justice-baltimore-we-cannot-breathe-if-we-cannot-eat) 

 
Policing Response Due at the beginning of class 

Week 8 
T, 2/28 

BLACK FEMINISM AND #BLACKLIVESMATTER 
 
• READ: Saidiya Hartman (2016) The Belly of the World: A Note on Black Women’s Labors, 

Souls, 18:1, 166-173, DOI: 10.1080/10999949.2016.1162596 
• READ: Combahee River Collective , “A Black Feminist Statement” 
• READ: The Master’s Tool – Sister, Outsider (have copy in office) 

 
R, 3/2 

#SAYHERNAME & #BLACKTRANSLIVESMATTER 
 
• READ: Crenshaw, Kimberlé Williams, Andrea J. Ritchie, Rachel Anspach, Rachel Gilmer, 

and Luke Harris. (2015) Say Her Name: Resisting Police Brutality Against Black Women. 
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New York: African American Policy Forum. 
Week 9 
 

NO CLASS: SPRING BREAK 

Week 10 
T, 3/14 

ASIAN AMERICAN & LATINX ALLIES AND #BLACKLIVESMATTER 
 
• Pham, Alex-Quan. (2015, February 4) “When You Become the Oppressive ‘Ally’: Asians, 

Anti-Blackness, and Accountability.” Black Girl Dangerous. Available: 
http://www.blackgirldangerous.org/2015/02/become-oppressive-ally-asians-anti-
blackness-accountability/  

• Ginther, Amy Mihyang. (2015, November 17) “Why Asian Adoptees Need to Give a Shit 
about #BlackLivesMatter.” Transracial Eyes. Available: 
https://transracialeyes.com/2015/11/17/why-asian-adoptees-need-to-give-a-shit-about-
blacklivesmatter/  

• Hong, Tae. (2016, July 8) “Hundreds of strangers have come together to pen an open 
letter to their Asian immigrant parents.” KoreAm. Available: http://kore.am/hundreds-of-
strangers-have-come-together-to-pen-an-open-letter-to-their-asian-immigrant-parents/  

• http://reappropriate.co/2016/07/im-not-here-for-the-asian-americans-who-wont-get-
behind-blacklivesmatter/ 

• Glickhouse, Rachel and Jessica Weiss. (2016, July 8) “For some Latinos and Asian-
Americans, black lives do matter.” Univision. Available: 
http://www.univision.com/univision-news/united-states/for-some-latinos-and-asian-
americans-black-lives-do-matter   

• Retana, Alberto. (2015, May 7) “Why Latinos Should Speak Up for Black Lives.” The 
Huffington Post. Available: http://www.huffingtonpost.com/alberto-retana/why-latinos-
should-speak-up-for-black-lives_b_7218114.html  

 
Integrative Statement Guidelines provided in class 

 
R, 3/16 

SONGS AS ACTIVISM 
 
• READ: Excerpts from Total Chaos 
• READ: Excerpts from Anthem 
• READ: Alice Walker, “In Search of Our Mother’s Gardens” 

Week 11 
T, 3/21 

THINKING ABOUT LEMONADE 
 
• READ: Harris-Perry, Melissa. (2016, April 26) “A Call and Response with Melissa Harris-Perry: 

The Pain and the Power of ‘Lemonade’.” Elle 
http://www.elle.com/culture/music/a35903/lemonade-call-and-response/  

• READ: Robinson, Zandria. (2016, February) “We Slay, Part I.” New South Negress. 
http://newsouthnegress.com/southernslayings/  

• READ: --. (2016, May 11) “A Black Feminist Roundtable on bell hooks, Beyonce, and 
‘Moving Beyond Pain’.” Feministing http://feministing.com/2016/05/11/a-feminist-
roundtable-on-bell-hooks-beyonce-and-moving-beyond-pain/  

• READ: Robinson, Zandria F. (2016, April 28) ‘How Beyonce’s ‘Lemonade’ Exposes Inner 
Lives of Black Women” Rolling Stone http://www.rollingstone.com/music/news/how-
beyonces-lemonade-exposes-inner-lives-of-black-women-20160428  

• READ: http://www.npr.org/2016/04/25/475631323/beyonce-returns-to-the-spotlight-with-
new-album-lemonade  

• READ: Lindsey, Treva. (2016, April 27) “Beyonce’s Lemonade isn’t just about cheating, it’s 
about Black sisterhood.” Cosmopolitan. 
http://www.cosmopolitan.com/entertainment/music/a57592/beyonce-lemonade-
about-black-sisterhood/  

• OPTIONAL READING: The Lemonade Syllabus: 
https://issuu.com/candicebenbow/docs/lemonade_syllabus_2016/1 

 
Lemonade Analysis Guidelines provided in class 

 
R, 3/23 

ASYNCHRONOUS CLASS 
 
Watch Lemonade – lemonade analysis paper 
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Week 12 
T, 3/28 

PARENTING AND #BLACKLIVESMATTER 
 
• Gibney, Shannon. (2016) “Fear of a Black Mother.” In A Good Time for the Truth: Race in 

Minnesota, ed. Sun Yung Shin, pp. 13-23. Minneapolis: Minnesota Historical Press. 
• Dennis, Jr., David. (2016, July 6) “A Letter to my Son if Police Actions Leave you 

Fatherless.” Bossip http://bossip.com/1330821/for-my-son-in-the-event-the-police-leave-
you-fatherless/  

• Hobbs, Harmony. (2016, July 7) “Alton Sterling’s Death Forever Changed the Way I will 
Raise my White Sons.” Babble. Available: https://www.babble.com/parenting/im-a-
white-mother-raising-white-sons-and-alton-sterling-death-changed-the-way-ill-raise-them/  

• McCauley Evans, Maureen. (2016, July 12) “White adoptive parents of Black children: 
How Uncomfortable are you?” Light of Day Stories. 
https://lightofdaystories.com/2016/07/12/white-adoptive-parents-of-black-children-how-
uncomfortable-are-you/  

• Besinger, Deb. (2016, July 10) “The Racism I’ve Experienced as a White Mom who 
Adopted Black Kids.” The Huffington Post. Available: 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/experiencing-racism-as-a-white-mom-who-
adopted-black_us_5782449ce4b0f06648f517de?section=women  

• Stauffer, Matt. (2016, July 11) “Please remember my Black son.” MattStauffer.org 
https://mattstauffer.org/257/please-remember-my-black-son/  
 

Lemonade Analysis due at the beginning of class 
 
R, 3/30 

ASYNCHRONOUS CLASS 
• READ: Coates, Between the World and Me 

Week 13 
T, 4/4 

  
• READ: Coates, Between the World and Me (book should be completed by the beginning 

of class) 
 

 
R, 4/6 

• Gyasi, Part 1 Effia - Quey 

Week 14 
T, 4/11 

• Gyasi, Part I Ness - Abena 
 
 

 
R, 4/13 

ASYNCHRONOUS CLASS 
• Gyasi, Part II 

Week 15 
T, 4/18 

• Gyasi, Part II 
 

 
R, 4/20 

WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE? 
 
• 26 ways to be In the struggle beyond the streets 

https://issuu.com/nlc.sf.2014/docs/beyondthestreets_final/1  
• What to do instead of calling the police 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_Y0LwX0uOz-
P63FVhV0OFkDObbBXcy16YPOcsqnBqto/edit  

• Kutner, Jenny. (2016, July 8) “Dear White People: It’s Time for Us to Come Get Our Racist 
Relatives.” Mic. Available: https://mic.com/articles/148208/dear-white-people-it-s-time-
for-us-to-come-get-our-racist-relatives.  

• Marsha, Alia. (2016, July 12) “Racial Justice Can Survive Summer Break.” The Nation. 
https://www.thenation.com/article/how-student-movements-for-racial-justice-can-
survive-summer-break/  

• Jegroo, Ashoka. (2016, September 13) “Why Black Lives Matter is fighting alongside 
Dakota Access Pipeline protesters.” Fusion. Available: 
http://fusion.net/story/346460/black-lives-matter-fighting-alongside-dakota-access-
pipeline-protesters/  

Week 16 Integrative Statement Due via Blackboard 

 


