DS 350: Social Media in Culture
Dr. Kimberly McKee
Location: CON 214
Date/Time: T/R 4:00 - 5:15
Office Hours: Tuesdays, 2-3:30pm
Office: LOH 324B
Phone: 616-331-8196
Email: mckeeki@gvsu.edu

Course Description
An examination of social media's role in shaping individuals and communities. Students
evaluate how social media platforms express political, social, and cultural power. Students
analyze how social media expands and limits conversations on issues concerning race, gender,
sexuality, and diaspora.

Course Objectives
After successful completion of the course, students should be able to:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Identify the role of social media in cultural communication;
Evaluate social media's influence on individual experiences of political, social, and
cultural power;
Analyze social media's influence on political and social movements and subcultures
(e.g. #BlackLivesMatter, #ArabSpring, #SayHerName, #BreakTheInternet);
Recognize the ways that archived social media content influences the trajectories of
individuals, groups, societies, and cultures;
Compose constructive participatory digital content on a variety of social media
platforms; and
Assess social media's impact on culture.

Issues (Information, Innovation, and Technology)
Skills Goals
●

Explain how complementary and competing perspectives contribute to the ongoing
discussion about information, innovation, and technology.
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●

●

●

Collaboration - work together and share the workload equitably to progress toward
shared objectives learned through structured activities that occur over a significant
period of time. Students will:
○ Use knowledge of group dynamics to select appropriate roles.
○ Use knowledge of group management to create effective plans.
○ Successfully follow the group's plan.
○ Assess their contribution and the contribution of others.
Integration – synthesize and apply knowledge, experiences, and multiple perspectives
to new, complex situations. Students will:
○ Connect academic theories with personal experiences to illuminate both.
○ Draw conclusions connecting examples, facts, and/or theories from more than
one field of study.
○ Generalize skills, abilities, theories, or methodologies for solving problems in
new contexts.
Problem Solving – design and evaluate strategies to answer open-ended questions.
Students will:
○ Construct clear and insightful problem statements that prioritize relevant
contextual factors.
○ Identify multiple approaches for solving the problem within the given context.
○ Design and fully explain solutions that demonstrate comprehension of the
problem.
○ Evaluate the feasibility of solutions considering the context and impact of
potential solutions (e.g., historical, ethical, legal, practical).

Required Readings
●
●
●

●

Dustin Kidd, Social Media Freaks: Digital Identity in the Network Society (Boulder:
Westview Press, 2017)
José van Dijck, The Culture of Connectivity: A Critical History of Social Media
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2013)
Whitney Phillips, This is Why We Can’t Have Nice Things: Mapping the Relationship
between Online Trolling and Mainstream Culture (Cambridge: Massachusetts Institute
of Technology Press, 2015)
Additional readings available on Blackboard

Course Requirements
Class Discussion (20%)
Class discussions are meant to encourage us to think critically about both the content of this
course and the world around us. Together, we will produce knowledge rather than merely
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consuming it. The inclusion of multiple, and even contrasting, viewpoints help us with this,
and everyone’s participation is required. We represent a multitude of diverse backgrounds,
beliefs, and opinions. Please do not attack your fellow students. Personal opinions play a
role in class dialogues but do not substitute a concerted effort to grasp the scholarly
material. Understanding the material does not mean you have to embrace all or any of the
viewpoints represented. However, it requires that you read it, think about it, and discuss
it. In order for this course to be a productive learning environment, please treat one another
with respect and courtesy.
In addition to the four modes of required class participation, students may participate by:
● Emailing me your thoughts on the readings BEFORE CLASS
● Stopping by my office hours or talking with me before or after class starts

SLACK Participation (20 points)
Students must join the course SLACK channel:
https://fa17ds350gvsu.slack.com. Enrolled students receive
invitations to join by Professor McKee on Tuesday, August 29. If you require an invitation,
please email Prof. McKee (mckeeki@gvsu.edu). If you have questions about how to join SLACK
once you receive the invitation, click here.
Students should take advantage of the various channels available to facilitate conversation
with their peers and demonstrate their engagement with the interrogation of social media
and its role in shaping the world around them.
NOTE: Part of this SLACK participation includes completing any asynchronous assignments
listed in the syllabus that require SLACK engagement.

Twitter Participation (15 points)
Students must become adept participants in #GVDS350. Engaging in a
robust conversation on some of the social media tools we will be studying
is critical for self-reflexive examination of how formal and informal
communication operates. Students should share relevant articles, videos,
memes, and engage in discussion with Prof. McKee and your peers.

Reading Reflections/Worksheets (25 points)
Occasionally students will be asked to complete in class reading reflections or worksheets.
These materials require students to demonstrate their engagement with the text. These are
unannounced in class assignments. These reflections/worksheets require students to clearly
demonstrate their engagement with the course texts (e.g. ability to conduct close textual
reading) and their relationship to broader themes discussed throughout the semester.
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In-class discussion (40 points)
Please arrive on time for class, having completed the reading for the day. You should a
 lways
bring your readings to class to fully participate in our discussion. If you arrive more than ten
minutes late to class, you will be marked absent for the day.

How is participation graded?
To earn a C-range participation grade, you
must fulfill five basic requirements:
● Arrive on time and remain in class
for the entire period.
● Be ready to discuss readings.
● Be prepared with the textbook
and/or Blackboard material in class.
● Maintain a respectful demeanor,
whether talking or listening.
● Engage actively and productively in
group work, class discussion, and
other in-class activities.
To earn a B-range participation grade,
you must consistently fulfill requirements
for C-range participation and:
● Volunteer questions/points of
interest from readings to generate
discussion.
● Make substantive comments/
points that clearly demonstrate you
thoughtfully read the text
● Identify essential issues or questions
of the text
● Point to the author’s thesis
● Willingly offer ideas in class,
making sure your contributions are
topical and thoughtful.

●

Contribute to Twitter hashtag and
SLACK occasionally

To earn a A-range participation grade,
you must consistently fulfill requirements
for B-range participation and:
● Show leadership in class discussion
(break uncomfortable silences;
respond to open-ended questions;
ask difficult questions).
● Deepen the level of class discussion
● Ask clarifying questions
● Summarize the arguments of the
text and paraphrase the author’s
main points
● Challenge an idea or present an
alternative interpretation
● Respond to other students’ ideas
(not just mine) by asking questions
or building on
● Contribute questions/comments
that demonstrate that you’re
making broader connections to
other lectures, readings, and
society-at-large during class and
through our class social media (e.g.
SLACK, Twitter)

Reflection Papers (20%)
Students will complete two papers reflecting on their social media use, the role of social
media in shaping communities, and the intersections of social media with other digital media.

4

DS 350 Social Media in Culture Fall 2017 Syllabus // McKee © 2017

Social Media Reflection Paper
In this 2-3 double-spaced page paper, students must reflect
on their own social media engagement. What social media
tools do you use? What image of yourself do you project
across the various tools? What are your privacy settings?
What happens when you Google yourself? Professor McKee
will provide guidelines on the date listed on the syllabus.

YouTube Reflection Paper
In this 2-3 double-spaced page paper, students must select a
YouTube phenomenon or personality to analyze from the list
provided by Professor McKee. Professor McKee will provide
guidelines on the date listed on the syllabus.

Current Events: Social Media in Today’s Society (10%)
Students are required to sign up by Week 2 to facilitate a 15 minute discussion about a trend
in social media. This event must be timely (within 1-2 weeks of the facilitation). Students
must explain the social media #success or #fail and explain why a particular trend, issue, or
incident garnered attention.

Midterm Exam (15%)
This in-class exam consists of short answer, true/false, and multiple choice questions
concerning concepts/definitions from the first half of the course. You will be required to
expand upon ideas initially discussed in class, assignments, and readings.

Group Project (25%)
Students are required to work collaboratively to demonstrate their
understanding of the complex social, ethical, and legal issues that
arise with social media and how various populations engage social
media to form community. These projects reflect students’ ability to
analyze existing policies, strategies, limitations of a particular form of
social media. In addition to creating either a five-minute podcast or
video, students must design an educational resource for children, teens, or adults that raises
awareness, deepens understanding, and counters misinformation about their topic. Students
will complete peer and self evaluation. Students must demonstrate their ability to synthesize
a variety of media and texts concerning their topic and its relationship to broader course
themes. Guidelines will be provided on the date listed in the syllabus.
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Final Exam (10%)
Occurring during finals week, this cumulative exam consists of short answer, true/false, and
multiple choice questions concerning concepts/definitions from the course.

Course Policies
Resources
I strive to create a fully inclusive classroom, thus I welcome individual students to approach
me about distinctive learning needs. I encourage students with disabilities to have a
conversation with me and disclose how our classroom or course activities could impact the
disability and what accommodations would be essential to you. You will also need to provide
documentation of your disability to Disability Support Resources (616-331-2490). For writing
assistance, please visit the The Fred Meijer Center for Writing (616-331-2922).

Written Assignment Guidelines
Standard grammar and essay guidelines should be
followed. All written assignments must be completed in
12 point Times New Roman font, double-spaced with
one-inch margins. Assignments that fail to adhere to
these guidelines will not be accepted. Students will
receive a zero. All citations must be standardized (i.e.
please be consistent with your use of MLA, Chicago, or
APA). For questions about citations, please visit sites
such as EasyBib.com or Purdue OWL.
Assignments due via Blackboard must be in Microsoft Word (.doc or .docx) format. No other
formats will be accepted. Failure to upload the assignment as in this format results in a
zero for the assignment.
Your Work Cited should be on a separate page than the rest of your essay. In Microsoft Word,
go to Insert > Page Break. This will create a separate page for your Work Cited.
If the professor provides you with comments/edits on paper drafts, you are responsible for
integrating the feedback to enhance your paper. Failure to do so will result in grade
deductions at the discretion of the professor and you must revise and resubmit your paper.
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Email Policy
Email is usually the best way to contact me. Please include DS 350 in the subject line. Emails
should always include a subject, greeting, and signature. Emails not addressed in this way
will not be answered.
Please remember email is a
professional mode of communication.
In your life after GVSU, you will be
required to communicate via email in a
professional format (i.e., salutation,
properly formatted sentences, and
signature). Please check out the tips for
emailing your professor by Laura
Portwood-Stacer if you have additional
questions regarding professionalism.
Please follow standard grammar
guidelines. I will respond to emails
within 24-hours on weekdays, and by
Sunday evening on weekends. Students
must check their emails every 48
hours to ensure they are aware of
communications sent by Prof. McKee.

Attendance Policy
You are expected to attend every class session. Arriving more than ten minutes late will
result in an absence.
Students are allowed two unexcused absences. Additional absences result in students
losing three points per absence from their final grade.

Late Assignment Policy
Late assignments are not accepted. If extenuating circumstances arise, the student must
receive advance approval from Professor McKee and make necessary arrangements. Proper
documentation is required for extensions.

Academic Misconduct
All students are responsible for doing their own work and plagiarism will NOT be tolerated.
Plagiarism, or the use of another’s words without proper citation, or any form of cheating
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during the midterm, will result in an F for the assignment and possibly the course. A report
will be made to the student’s dean and the Center for Academic Integrity so that they may
also take appropriate disciplinary action. You may refer to GVSU Student Code Section 223.01
for GVSU’s policy. All of the following would constitute plagiarism:
●
●

●

Using someone else’s idea without citing the source where you found that idea.
Using someone else’s structure or organizing strategy without citing it. This often
occurs when a writer takes a paragraph out of a source and simply paraphrases each
sentence while leaving the original author’s structure intact.
A verbatim (copied directly) phrase or passage that is not quoted

You avoid plagiarism by properly citing your sources. You should use a citation when you
directly quote another source or paraphrase someone else's ideas. Remember, the purpose of
citations is to give credit to another's work. When you use direct quotes or paraphrases, you
are not using your original thoughts.
If you have questions re: citations, visit the Library’s Citation Tools and Generators page.

Grading
If the professor provides students a rubric for the assignment, she highly suggests students
review the rubric to ensure they are meeting all of the assignment benchmarks. In other
words, make sure you are fulfilling all of the necessary components of the assignment.

Grade distribution
A = 100-93
A- = 92-90
B+ = 89-87
B = 86-83

B- = 82-80
C+ = 79-77
C = 76-73
C- =72-70

D+ = 69-67
D = 66-60
F = 59-0

Grade Definitions
[ A ] Outstanding. Work displays thorough mastery of material, exceptionally good writing,
and genuine engagement with the subject-matter. This grade is reserved for those students
who attain the highest levels of excellence in thought and scholarship.
[ B ] Good. Work displays accurate understanding of the material; writing is clear and free of
mechanical errors.
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[ C ] Fair. Work displays basic grasp of material, though there may be the occasional
misunderstanding or inaccuracy. Writing quality acceptable.
[ D ] Marginal. Work displays a grasp of the material adequate for credit, but quality of work
indicates lack of effort or aptitude.
[ F ] Unacceptable. Excessive absences, assignments not completed, or assignments unworthy
of credit.

Frequently Asked Questions
1.

2.

3.

4.

What if I miss a class?
It is your responsibility to come to class on time. Assignments, changes to the syllabus
or assignment deadlines will also be announced at the beginning of class. I will also not
repeat announcements I have made at the start of class about deadlines, assignments,
or anything else. Everyone should exchange contact information with another student
upon whom you can rely for information about classes you miss. I consider it your
responsibility to come to class after an absence having been brought up to speed about
assignments, handouts, and so on.
How do I prepare for class?
All reading assignments are to be completed by the date noted on the syllabus. Based
on the assigned readings, you should prepare 2-3 questions that can be used to launch
our discussion and begin your thinking about future papers. While you do not
necessarily need to formulate an answer to the question posed, you should be able to
convey some broad thoughts. In order to facilitate participation in class discussion, I
highly recommend taking notes on the reading.
How may I improve my reading comprehension?
● ARGUMENT: What is the author's central point? Does the author clearly
articulate his/her central points at the beginning of the chapter/article?
● CONCEPTS: What key concepts/theories does the author engage with?
● METHOD: What tools aid the author's development of his/her argument? Does
the author utilize surveys, textual analysis, statistics?
● CONNECTIONS: How are some of these "buzzwords" related to what we've
studied throughout the course? For example, how does a reading from the
beginning of the course relate to something we're discussing towards the end of
the course? Remember all of the texts build off one another.
● CONCLUSIONS: What conclusions does the author make? How do these
conclusions relate to broader themes discussed in the class?
How do I improve my writing?
Each writing assignment requires critical thinking. To critique is not merely criticizing
an author’s perspective. Rather, you must be “specific about what it means to argue
for a position” (Bowen, Teaching Naked 163). As you write, review the rubrics for each
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5.

assignment. Consider how the text may be interpreted. Differentiate between opinions
(yours, mine, ours) and the intention of the text’s author.
What happens during office hours?
I encourage you to come to office hours to discuss your writing on an individual basis. I
especially encourage you to see me before papers are handed in to focus your ideas
and then after papers are handed back so that we can talk about your writing and
ideas in further detail. In my experience, students who attend office hours write
better papers, and thus, office hours have numerous benefits: (1) You explain your
ideas to me, and I better understand
what I eventually read in your paper;
(2) In talking through your ideas, you
further clarify your own; and (3) You
can anticipate possible objections
and receive feedback to enhance
your paper.

Extra Credit Opportunities
Students may complete a maximum of two extra credit opportunities this semester. Students
may only complete extra credit opportunities IF they have not exceeded their two
absences.
OPTION A: Attend the Fall Arts Celebration Academic Lecture by Jeff Chang on Monday,
October 9. (Up to five extra credit points)
OPTION B: Listen to the podcast episode, “America’s Digital Dumping Ground” (2017), from
Reveal from the Center of Investigative Reporting. (Up to three extra credit points)
OPTION C: Complete NPR’s Privacy Paradox series. For a history of the series, visit here. (Up
to two extra credit points)
In a 2 double-spaced page response, students’ must engage with one of the course
objectives and one of the following course themes:
● Social media platform use by diverse communities
● Legal, social, and ethical issues related to participation in social media
● Digital privacy and surveillance on social media platforms
● Influence of social media on political, social, and cultural movements

Course Schedule
The professor reserves the right to make changes to the syllabus at any time. This
document is a contract between professor and student concerning course expectations.
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Required texts will be referred to by authors’ last names.
●
●
●

Kidd, Social Media Freaks: Digital Identity in the Network Society
van Dijck, The Culture of Connectivity: A Critical History of Social Media
Phillips, This is Why We Can’t Have Nice Things: Mapping the Relationship between
Online Trolling and Mainstream Culture

Course readings that are not monographs are available via Blackboard.
WEEK ONE

Introduction to Social Media Platforms

August 29

Welcome and Introductions

August 31

●
●
●
●

Kidd, Chapter 1 “Social Media, Art, and the Network Society”
Contrera, Jessica. (2016, May 25) “13, right now.” The Washington Post.
Choi, Mary H.K. (2016, August 25) “Like. Flirt. Ghost: A Journey into the
Social Media Lives of Teens.” Wired.
Holdridge, John. (2017, April 28) “How to Decide Which Social Media
Platform is Right for Your Brand.” Ad Week.

WEEK TWO

Social Media Overview

September 5

No Class: Labor Day Recess

September 7

van Dijck, Chapter 1 “Engineering Sociality in a Culture of Connectivity” and
Chapter 2 “Disassembling Platforms, Reassembling Sociality”
Social Media Reflection Paper Guidelines Provided

WEEK THREE

Social Media Platforms and Diverse Communities

September 12

Kidd, Chapter 2 “The Structure of Social Media” and Chapter 8 “Social Media
Toolbox”
Current Events #1

September 14

van Dijck, Chapter 3 “Facebook and the Imperative of Sharing”
Current Events #2
Social Media Reflection Paper Due

WEEK FOUR
September 19

Social Media Platforms and Diverse Communities
●
●

van Dijck, Chapter 4 “Twitter and the Paradox of Following and Trending”
Brock, André. (2012). “From the Blackhand Side: Twitter as a Cultural
Conversation.” Journal of broadcasting & electronic media. (56)4: p.529 11
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●

●

549. (Available on Blackboard)
McDonald, Soraya Nadia. (2014, January 20) “Black Twitter: A Virtual
Community Ready to Hashtag Out a Response to Cultural Issues.” The
Washington Post.
Ramsey, Donovan X. (2015, April 10) “The Truth About Black Twitter.” T
 he
Atlantic.

Current Events #3
YouTube Reflection Paper Guidelines Provided
September 21

Asynchronous Class: YOUTUBE
van Dijck, Chapter 6 “YouTube: The Intimate Connection between Television and
Video Sharing”

WEEK FIVE
September 26

Social Media Platforms and Diverse Communities
●
●
●

van Dijck, Chapter 5 “Flickr between Communities and Commerce”
Pierce, David. (2016, March 19) “Time to Give Up on Flickr, Everybody.”
Wired.
Tiidenberg, Katrin and Nancy Baym. (2017) “Learn It, Buy It, Work It:
Intensive Pregnancy on Instagram.” Social Media + Society 3(1): 1-13.

Current Events #4
YouTube Reflection Paper Due
September 28

●
●

●

Kidd, Chapter 3 “Leave Britney Alone: Sexuality Perspectives on Social
Media”
Parreñas Shimizu, Celine. (2016) “Screening Shirtless AZN Men: The Full
Frontal Power of Intimate Internet Industries.” positions: asia crtique 24(1):
231-252.
Fink, Marty and Quinn Miller. (2014) “Trans Media Moments: Tumblr,
2011-2013.” Television & New Media 15(7): 611-626.

Current Events #5
WEEK SIX
October 3

Social Media’s Influence on Political, Social, and Cultural Movements
●
●

Kidd, Chapter 4 “Disabling a Meme: Disability Perspectives on Social Media”
Hamraie, Aimi. (2013) “Designing Collective Access: A Feminist Disability
Theory of Universal Design.” Disability Studies Quarterly 33(4).

Current Events #6
October 5

Sexting and Snapchat
●

Excerpts from: Hasinoff, Amy Adele. (2015) Sexting Panic: Rethinking
Criminalization, Privacy, and Consent. Champaign, IL: University of Illinois
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●

Press.
Handyside, Sarah and Jessica Ringrose. (2017) “Snapchat memory and youth
digital sexual cultures: mediated temporality, duration and affect.” Journal
of Gender Studies 26(3): 347-360.

WEEK SEVEN

Social Media’s Influence on Political, Social, and Cultural Movements

October 10

Pinterest and Styleblogging
●

●

Wilson, Julie and Emily Chivers Yochim. (2015) “Pinning Happiness: Affect,
Social Media, and the Work of Mothers” in Cupcakes, Pinterest, and
Ladyporn: Feminized Popular Culture in the Early Twenty-First Century.
Ed. Elana Levine. Champaign, IL: University of Illinois Press, pp. 232-248.
Excerpt from: Pham, Minh-Ha T. (2015) Asians Wear Clothes on the
Internet: Race, Gender, and the Work of Personal Style Blogging. Durham,
NC: Duke University Press.

October 12

In Class Midterm

WEEK EIGHT

Legal, Social, and Ethical Issues & Social Media

October 17

Twitter, Memory, and Trending
●
●
●
●
●

Kidd, Chapter 7 “Black Lives Matter: Racial Perspectives on Social Media”
Jama, Aisha. (2015, August 17) “Twitter account live tweets 1965 Watts
Riots.” PBS News Hour.
@WattsRiots50 on Twitter
Link, Taylor. (2017, January 27) “A Holocaust remembrance Twitter account
is highlighting Jewish refugees who were turned away by the U.S.” Salon.
@Stl_Manifest on Twitter

Current Events #7
October 19

Phillips, Introduction and Part 1 “Subcultural Origins, 2003-2007”
Current Events #8

WEEK NINE

Legal, Social, and Ethical Issues & Social Media

October 24

Phillips, Part II “The ‘Golden Years,’ 2008-2011”
Current Events #9

October 26

●
●
●

Phillips, Part III “The Transitional Period, 2012-2015”
Kidd, Chapter 5 “GamerGate: Gender Perspectives on Social Media”
Lewis, Helen. (2012, July 6) “This is what online harassment looks like.”
New Statesman.
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●

For additional information regarding GamerGate and toxic technocultures,
see: Massanari, Adrienne. (2017) “#Gamergate and The Fappening: How
Reddit’s Algorithm, Governance, and Culture Support Toxic
Technocultures.” New Media and Society 19(3): 329-346.

Current Events #10
WEEK TEN

Legal, Social, and Ethical Issues & Social Media

October 31

Asynchronous Class
Students are required to create an avatar via BitStrips, Voki, or social media
application FaceQ (available for Android and iPhone). For Snapchat users,
students may use the BitStrips photo they developed for the app.
Students then must complete a 500 – 800 word reflection on the experience of
creating an avatar and post their avatar on the #AVATAR SLACK channel. You also
must engage in conversation with at least two posts (300-500 words) by their
peers. Your response must reference the Nesbitt Golden and Nakamura readings
(see below).
Your posts and responses must be completed by 6pm on November 1.
●

●

November 2

Nesbitt Golden, Jamie. (2014, April 4) “WHY I'M MASQUERADING AS A WHITE
BEARDED HIPSTER GUY ON TWITTER (DESPITE BEING A BLACK WOMAN).” XO
Jane.
Nakamura, Lisa. (2011, July 15) “Syrian Lesbian Bloggers, Fake Geishas, and
the Attractions of Identity Tourism.” Hyphen Magazine.

Reddit
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Is Reddit considered social media? Thread on Reddit
Abad-Santos, Alexander. (2013, April 22) “Reddit’s ‘Find Boston Bombers’
Founder Says ‘It was a Disaster’ but ‘Incredible’.” The Atlantic.
Madrigal, Alexis C. (2013, July 3) “Reddit Demographics in One Chart.” The
Atlantic.
Zuckerman, Ethan. (2013, July 8) “Reddit: A Pre-Facebook Community in a
Post-Facebook World.” The Atlantic.
Madrigal, Alexis C. (2013, April 23) “Hey Reddit, Enough Boston Bombing
Vigilantism.” The Atlantic.
Chu, Arthur. (2014, October 13) “The Internet is like this toilet: How Reddit
and other Web 2.0 communities broke the Internet.” Salon.
Isquith, Elias. (2015, March 18) “Reddit’s ugly, racist secret: How it became
the most hateful space on the Internet.” Salon.
Miller, Laura. (2015, April 15) “The Boston Marathon and Reddit: When the
Internet’s deluded amateur-hour detectives ran amok.” Salon.
Chapman, Gray. (2017, April 25) “Inside the Minds (and Vanities) of
14
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Self-Proclaimed Make-Up Addicts.” Racked.
Current Events #11
Group Project Guidelines Provided
WEEK ELEVEN

Group Projects

November 7

ASYNCHRONOUS CLASS – Research Day
Group Contract as a PDF via Email to Professor McKee by 11:59pm EST. Your
group members must be included on the email.

November 9

ASYNCHRONOUS CLASS – Research Day
Students should use this time to conduct scholarly research on their particular
topic. This work may be completed individually or as a group.

WEEK TWELVE
November 14

Digital Privacy & Surveillance
●

●
●
●
●

Anderson, Jenny. (2017, January 6) “A lawyer rewrote Instagram’s Privacy
Policy so Kids and Parents Can Have a Meaningful Talk About Privacy.”
Quartz.
Feinberg, Ashley. (2017, March 30) “This is Almost Certainly James Comey’s
Twitter Account.” Gizmodo.
Dunn, Gaby. (2013, June 4) “Yet another way to retrieve deleted Snapchat
photos.” Salon.
Cooper, Peter. (2016, May 9) “Digital blackface, stolen artwork,
encouraging speeding: Snapchat filters need sensitivity training.” Salon.
Waddell, Kaveh. (2017, January 17) “How FamilyTreeNow Makes Stalking
Easy.” Salon.

Group Project Update In Class
November 16

ASYNCHRONOUS CLASS – Research Day
Students must meet with their groups and email a summary of their group
meeting to Professor McKee. All group members must be copied on the email to
Professor McKee.

WEEK THIRTEEN
November 21

Digital Privacy & Surveillance
●
●
●

Lee, Micah. (2017, May 1) “Cybersecurity for the People: How to Keep Your
Chats Truly Private with Signal.” The Intercept.
Waddell, Kavah. (2017, April 12) “The Steady Rise of Digital Border
Searches.” The Atlantic.
Ozer, Nicole. (2016, September 22) “Police Use of Social Media Surveillance
Software is Escalating, and Activists are at a Digital Crosshairs.” ACLU.
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Group Project Update In Class
November 23

NO CLASS: Thanksgiving Recess

WEEK FOURTEEN

Social Media’s Societal and Personal Impact

November 28

Memes
●

●
●
●

November 30

Rentschler, Carrie A. and Samantha C. Thrift. (2015) “Doing feminism in the
network: Networked laughter and the ‘Binders Full of Women’ Meme.”
Feminist Theory 16 (3): 329-359.
Mina, An Xiao. (2017, May 4) “When Internet Memes Infiltrate the Physical
World.” The Atlantic.
Shifman, Limor. (2012) “An anatomy of a YouTube Meme.” New Media &
Society 14(2): 187-203.
Gal, Noam, Limor Shifman, and Zohar Kampf. (2016) “‘It Gets Better’:
Internet Memes and the Construction of Collective Identity.” New Media &
Society 18(8): 1698-1714.

Considering Fake News, Relationships, and Self-Esteem
●
●
●

●
●
●

Levin, Sam. (2017, May 1) “Facebook told advertisers it can identify teens
feeling ‘insecure’ and ‘worthless’.” The Guardian.
Dawson, Mackenzie. (2016, February 21) “How social media is destroying
the lives of teen girls.” The New York Post.
Pittman, Michael and Brandon Reich. (2016) “Social media and loneliness:
Why an Instagram picture may be worth more than a thousand Twitter
words.” C
 omputers in Human Behavior 62: 155-167.
Robb, Alice. (2014, July 7) “How using emoji makes us less emotional.” New
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WEEK FIFTEEN
December 5

Group Presentations

December 7

van Dijck, Chapter 8 “The Ecosystem of Connective Media: Lock In, Fence Off,
Opt Out?”
Final Exam Review

WEEK SIXTEEN
December 12

Finals Week
Final Exam during designated exam time
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